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THE LONG ROAD HOME

On the 5m of August, 2007 my grandson, Nathan Kime, wa6 badly injurecl in a motor vehicle
accident. ln the blink of an eye my entire family was thrown into total shock and disbelief and Nathan
was facing the biggest battle of his life just to survive. There are a number of people I would like to thank
for the fac{ that Nathan is still with us today.

First of all thanks to the brave motorists for assisting at the scene of the accident and removing
the four occupants from the crashed vehicle just before it was totally incinerated.

Then the Ambulance paramedic and his assistant who both worked tirelessly on the injured until
back up help anived.

The mighty Capricom Rescue Helicopter was the next vital link in Nathan's survival. This
wonderful service, with its excellent paramedics gave Nathan a far greater chance of making the joumey
to Rockhampton.

A very big thank-you goes to the stafi at the Rockhampton Hospital, especially the surgical team
for successfully stabilising Nathan so he could be transfened to Brisbane.

For that u,e are odremely grateful to the Royal Flying Doctor Service. The Pilot, Doc{or and
Paramedic on the plane did a magnificent job in gdting Nathan safely to the Royal Brisbane Hospital.
From then on he was in the carc of the surgical team under the leadership of Dr Mic-trael Rudd. This
magnificent specialist set about repairing the extensive abdominal injuries Nathan sustained from the
seat belt. Nathan visited the operating lheafe owr tu,Brty-frve times in lhe seventeen weeks he spent in
the R.B.H.

I would like to mention the care and atention he received from the nurses in the lntanshre Care
Unit. Nathan spent forty-five days with the dedicated stafi of the l.C.U. They were always quite obliging
in e)Qlaining to any of us what they were doing and wtry. Those nurses are indeed a very special breed.
Dr Rudd praised highly the lif+saving surgery performed by the surgical stafi at the Ro*hamilon
Hospital. To all the medical perBonnel we thank you from the bottom of our hearts, we will be forever
grateful.

Next I would like to thank Ben Dawson. Ben wes a school friend d Nathan's, first at Ridgelarids
and then at the Rocky High. He now lives in Brisbane and tumed up the RB.H. the dght tJa$an was
flown doam. He was thers to comfort Nathan's mother and offered hEr a place to stay. Connie certainly
appreciated this kind gesture.

On behaff of my family I would like to odend to everyone our sincere thanks for all the inquides
as to Nathan's condition. The knowledge of your positive thouglG gave us corfort and the stuerEth b
never give up hope and our positivism flored through to Nathan. Thank you also for supporting
Nathan's father, Lloyd, and his sister, Kellie. This waa very much appreciated.

Early in Oclober Nathan's grandfather (Ken) and I visited Nathan in hospitral in Brisbane. Ken
had recovered sufficiently from his stay in the Wesley Hoepital to make ilr fip badr doun. l,Vhile it was
music to our eaIs to h€ar Nathan speak as we walked into the room, nothing prcparcd u3 hr the gaunt
figure lying in the bed. We werc awarc of his huge vueiglrt loss but we hadn't visualised the difference it
would make.

The month of November rolled in accompaniett by the towmber cfralenge- l,lathan etarbd to
grow a moustache to raise money for tre prostate can@r and beyond btue charitGs. The generoEity of
donations enabled him to raise $30G00. Thanks to eve4rone for supporting thb great ceuse.

This newsletter is kindly sponsored by Mrs Margaret Stewart.
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Nathan had many ups and doums but finally on the 30m of November he arrived bad< in Rod<y.
A party of nine waited patiently for the plane to land all very excited, but as Connie pu6h€d the
wheelchair through the door, emotions took over and it uras bars all amund. Naftan had lost 25
kilograma but that didn't matter. lt was just marrrellous to have him home. Hourever the road took
another twist, Nathan weEnt doing so u,ell and afier only eight days he was back in Brisbane- MoIe
surgery was required and after a stay of four vueels he rvas rvell enough to come home. This lfne he
managed the stetrs on the dane just with the aid of one cn tch.

There are tulo people very close to my heart, wtro played a major part in Nathan's recovery, his
mother Connie and his girlftiend Kim. As soon as Kim had recovered sutrrcienty from her injuries
sustained in the accident, she was on the plane to be by Nathan's side. lAlhen she wlas lve$ enough b
retum to work she flew to Brisbane every u€ek-end. Connie spent days and nigtG at the hospital when
Nathan was oitical. She had to dig deep to find the courage to console him, talk to him and urge him to
keep on figtrting. I suppose any mother would do the same, given the sihration, hrt when thd mum is
your daughter h makes her a very special mum. Ndran said to me one -day, 'Mum h* spent neady as
mtrch time d the tlr/qitd as , harr6', maybe he t ,as close, consfuleft€ he has no recollectiofl of the fiIst
fve weeks.

Nathan will ha\re to adjust to a slightly lesser quality of lif€ btjt with the courage and fightilE spirit
he has shorn so tur, thd is not going to be a problem. He probably won't be playing softball, but he is
confident he will be able to Esume his coaching duties, he just non't be able to test the boys to see how
fast they can run.

Nathan and Kim will be moving into their orrn home in the near future. Thb utas their drearn
before the accident so it is absolutely wonderful it has come to fiuition at last. May they enjoy the
pleasure of this dream.

From one very proud, very thankful and very relieved grandmother.

l4argar*Seilrart
"A1outy*eA of a thousawd vt*LLes begLws wLth a sLwgLe stq.'

Ridgelands Hall News.

The Ridgelands Hall successfully held their Christmas Karoake on the I st
Decembeg2007
Pafions enjoyed a meal of roast pork and beef with roast vegetables followed
by a choice of sweets.
A basket of goodies was won by Dorothy Thompson with a lucky meal ticket.
Lollies were handed out to all the children. Entertainment was provided by the
many participants in the Karoake.
Thank you to the non conrmittee members who helped out on the night anci
thanks to everyone for their attendance.

School's Bock!
On the first doy of school, o first groden-hqnded his teocher o
note from his mother. The note reod, "1he opinions expressed by
this child are not necessorily those of his parents."

A little girl had just finished her first weekof school. "I'm just
wosting my time," she soid to her mother. "f con't r@d, f can't
rrrite ond they won't let me tolk!"

Piranha lnsurance
Brokers
Peter & Heather
Peirano
Ph: 4927 8400

All Out Landscapes &
lrrigation
Office: 4934 1513
Mob: 0410 A19267

Will Do Landscaping
240 Lion Creek Road
Ph: 4922 1 151
Mob: 0438 563 594

Livestock Carrier
D & J Lindley
Ph: 4934 5519
Mob: 0p17 730 604

Tractor Central
New & Used, and Parts
28 O'Shanesy Street
Ph: 4933 4500

The Earttr is ours...but only in trust
let us tread lightly as we enjoy it's beauty and
keep it safe for those who follow in our footsteps.



Engine Centre &

Danny McNamara
22 Sheehan Road
Ph: 4934 1473

Cliff Munro
Mechanical Repairs
Ph: 4922 4882

MotorWorks
Mechanical Repairs
Ph: 4921 0200

Al Exhausts &
Mechanical
Tony Hodgon
Ph:4922 1799

Fitzroy Nurseries
Pty. Ltd.
Open 7 Days
8am-5pm

Ph: 4927 2388

Painting Contactor
R J Mylrea
Mob: 0439 690 354
Ph: 4934 1138

MS&SM
McQuillan
Mob: 0407 272 224
Ph: 4934 5560

Amaigamated Pest

Control
2b Arthur Street
Ph: 4921 4255

PJ's Pet Barn
Open 7 Days
399 Yaamba Road
Ph: 4928 0299

Wandal Post Office
Gifts, Office
Supplies etc.
l0 Wandal Road

Welcohe to newcomers to our district.

Our community newsletter is published once o month and is delivercd to
ove? 600 households in the oreo.
The cut off dote for contributions is lfl of each month. ftems con be
phoned through, emoiled, fa><ed or delivered to Ridgelonds Stote School

moilbox ond morked Around the Ridges.

Contact detoils: Phone: 49341132 Fox: 49341076
Emai I : oroundtheridges@eg.edu.ou

General informotion obout the newslette?;
. Free - school ond community notices, birthdoys, onniversories, lost

ond found.
. Clossifieds - $5
" Business cqrd sizeods - $7
. A4 Flyers - $60
. Newsletter sponsorship, which helps pay for the postage each month

- $50
- we would like to stress that payment must accompony

qdvertisement.

. Pleose moke chegues poyoble to Ridgelonds Stote School P&C

Newsletter A/c

Amolgomotion
Morch 15th sees the beginning of the new Rockhompton
Regionol Council, with Fitzroy, Livingstone, Mount
Morgon ond Rockhompton City Councils ceosing to exist
qs seporqte councils.
The population of the netil Rockhompton Regionol Council will be
ta3,297.
This will be the lorgest in terms of budget ond populotion in Centrol

Queenslond.
Our new Council will hovetO elected councillors ond one AAoyor.

A Locol Transition Committee hos been formed to focilitate the
transition to the new Council. Meetings of this Tronsifion Committee
ore held ot the Wolter Reid Cultural Centre at 12.30pm fortnightly
ond ore open to the public.

thief in Paris planned to steal some paintings from
careful planning, he got past securiry stole the paintings and

it safely to his van. However, he was capttred only two

he replied, "Monsieur, ttrat is the reason I stole the

I had no Monet to buy Degas to make the Van Gogh."

the Louvre.

his
bviousmastermind

hehowofout When askedwhen ranvan gas.away
oanthenand suchmakeasuch cnmeto
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Ray White
Suzy McNamara
Mob: 0427 250 208
Ph: 49347315

Our Sympothy
The District extends its sincere sympothy to Ston, Aoron ond Rebekoh
Cotnollotti on the sad loss of their wife ond mother, Wando wos o lody
much loved by her fomily, community ond church. She hod a very
generous ond loving heort.

Acknowledgement Statement
The Queensland Governmenfs Gambling Community Benefit Fund has
provided $25,456 to Alton Downs Polocrosse and Sports Club for the
purchase

of a Kubota Tractor with fieldquip finishing mower. The local community
thank the QGGCBF for their support.

Have you seen the lone ryclist travelling around Alton Downs?
We spoke to him.
He is Jim Ryan of Pandora Rd. In 1998 he was diagnosed with Diabetes.
This meant he was on 4 injections of insulin per day.To keep his diabetes
in check his Doctor said regular exercise was the key. That is why he can
be seen most days riding to Gracemere, which is about 25 kms. The ride
usually takes him 2 hours for the return journey. This helps him keep his
diabetes in check and gives him a leisurely look at what is happening in the
neighbourhood. Please wave and say 'Hi' to him when you pass him on the
road.

Words of the Month

Ray White
Vicki Deller
Mob: 0408 074 874
Ph: 4923 0000

Ray \trrhite Rura!
Geoff McNamara
Mob: 0429 317 345
Ph: 493 I 7315

FISHCO
Supplies All Fresh
Seafood
Ph: 4922 0072

Choice Petroleum
Mon-Sat 6am-7pm
Sun 7am-6pm
18 Wandal Road

Plwiophobia- Fear of rain or of rained on.

rclated to the extreme fear of flmds

\ArEIGTTT LC}SS
SANiIPLE PACI{.

ls sorethiry rrcw - Fhrbalife h6 nrt
togetrer an ilrcrcdblc sanpb pack whk*t

can ulie to fud out how geat yu ftel ...
tur ilte low prEe of $12.95.

I'd bve to be *h to heb I@, e please girc nre a call smn to fud
nxlre on O41A 883 O27, ermll craigkymQ*UrrS.noLtu or
my web $te h@ :// cc nhahucensland,waistcontrol.corn

FLOURLESS CHOCOLATE CAKE
2009 dark cooking chocolate, roughly chopped
1509 soft butter
Yocup lightly packed brown sugar
Yo cup cocoa
4 eggs, separated
1009 almond meal
extra cocoa, for dusting
Cream and berries, for serving
Place chocolate and butter in a large saucepan
over a low heat. Stir until melted and smooth.
Remove from heat and stir in sugar and cocoa.
Allow to cool slightly, then mix in lightly beaten
egg yolks and almond meal. Beat egg whites in a
large bowl until stiffpeaks form. Fold through
chocolate mixture with a large spoon until just
combined. Pour mixture into a 22cm lightly
greased and lined cake pan. Bake at 180'C for
t hour. Allow to cool stighfly before removing
from the pan. Serve dusted with cocoa, a dollop
of cream and berries.

fhis recip o i* d,et [,rntet ta my
Grand,*ow and, all/ ooe.l,iap guffererV.
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Cra[Thune EKymtrHiem
l3i| Bmd Road
Alton Dornc
laFlsuLu{rut

Custom made
fea&r saddlas

Repain for all
sa,lrtes

All saddlery
made to order
Rugrepairs

Ph:
[h,bile:
tunil:

07 4934 t6l5
01zE 3962t4

CD HERBALIFE.



WIIAT'S ON

Australia Day
Alton Downs Polocrosse &

Sports Club.
Australia Day Celebrations

& Fr:n Day.
Saturday 266 January 2008.

3.00pm till late
BBQ & Licensed Bar

operating
Bring the family for

a greatday!

Date Claimer
Ridgelands Annual Show
Saturday 31$ May, 2008.

CONGRAruLATIONS
A}iD

BEST WISHES
TO

A}INETTE MILNER
AND

DOUG CULLEY
ON THEIR

ENGAGEMENT.

NOTICES

Ridgelands Tennis CIub fnc.
Invites team or player
nominations for night fixttres
corrmencing mid Febrtrary.
Contact Rob 49345564
or Vivian 49345144

Jonuora Biffhdoys

Hoppy Bir"fhdoy

Stephanie Ruddick
17.0L2008.

Jacqueline Fossett.
22.01.2008

Brock Weier
16.01.2008.

MEETINGS

Ridgelands Show Meeting
Wednesdayl 3th February, 08.

7.30pm.

Council Amalgamation
The Why, How and When

Date to be advised
An information meeting on

the amalgamation will be

held in about 2-3 weeks
time.

Enquiries: 4936 8555

Engine Gentre
Rockhampton

Ph Danny Mc Namara
07 4934 1473 or
0438 341 473

22 Sheehan Road, Alton Downs
SERVICING ALL CARS, 4WD,
TRUCKS AI\D TRACTORS

?akotioe Da,?rce
Saturday 9th February 2008

7:30pm

,ru fnoceedo to (afuccozo Tetaop.toz Reacae

Admission: $8

Seoudce

Qor4to dhr4, ar4d dar4e to tte

'77/ar4 &4 8(a.U"

Enquiries Phone

Jan 4934 0333
@*:r?kw"
Reaaa Se,,qli4.4A

Bauhinia House, Corner of Berserker & High Street,
Rockhampton
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Alton Downs Polocrosse & SPorts
Club

hshati
0

Tfrn!"€-t ggcd
Roccs

Broom
Throwiqg

aDay Cel

&FunDry

Soturdoy 26 JonuolY 2008

3.m pm till lote

BBQ & Licensed Bor Operoting

Bring the family for o grect dcyl

MPaes
Kids - Decorote your own 'boot'

Lawmqwr Paces
Dqd - Brirg your mower down

W6ter
EaLw Qnae-s

w
Throwing

Egg Races

Tug of Wor
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