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Around the Ridges

and a bit beyond is

a colrimunity anci

school newsletter.

The newsletter is

produced monthly,

and is funded

through

sponsorship

and advertising.

!f you wish to
contribute to the

newsletter, please

send all material in

by the 15th of

every month.

Advertising for

special events must

be

subrnitted two
months in advance.

Do you have an

exciting story to

tel!?

We want to hear

them!!!! Please

send your story, as

you are a valued

part of our

community and

this newsletter.

Blackall to fericho: Horse-drawn Trek via the old wool wagon

R.oute oiYesteryear a fund-raiser for Angel Fiight

bv Pat Pointing. Alton Downs

This trip, when first proposed, was originally programmed for May 2011. However, as that period

of the year most folk around Jericho/Alpha and general area would rather fast-forward because of
the flood rains, it was re-scheduled for September 201,L and I indicated my desire to participate;

having often wanted to undertake such a venture.

I arrived at 'Slygo', the property of Shane and Kylie Story, some 30kms south of Jericho on Sunday

28th August with a horse drawn vehicle and two horses. John Reeve, Alton Downs, had kindly

loaned his all-steel buggy complete with a canopy. lt is a four seater, has foot brakes on the rear

wheels and was ideal for such a purpose. With me in the driver's seat we became the most

focused-on outfit, if photographs since supplied are any indication.

During Monday and Tuesday more folk arrived at Slygo and on Wednesday a caravan of vehicles

(motorised of course) towing trailers, horse floats complete with horse feed, electric fences, feed

buckets, etc. We trekked into Blackall and out to the Wool scours complex to camp for the night

before heading off next morning. The volunteers of the Wool scours provided conducted tours of
the property and cooked and served a beautifu! meal that night. They provided each traveller with
a draw string caiico bag compiete with cutlery, tin mug, plate, etc. Ttre shire fulayoress, Ms Ross

was also present at this function.

We left Blackall and travelled firstly through 'Alice Downs', 'Darracourt', 'Yalleroi', Strathford' and

finally on to the 20 Mile camp at Slygo. The first couple of days were through downs country,

selectively cleared. There were areas of Gidgee scrub in the open downs area with scattered

Boree trees, very good grazing Country and quite well grassed. The roads we were on were

through approval. Watering points were the main concern and our camp sites had adequate stock

water. One support vehicle carried stock water we could draw from during the daily drive. Most of
the travellers had electric fence facilities; these were erected each evening after our daily drive.

The fences were seldom energised as the horses had been introduced to them prior to the trip.
This has its disadvantages as property stock are quite nosey, not taking long to notice hay in these

small unfenced enclosures. Cattle proved troublesome on more than one occasion, particularly

and a bit beyond
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Mechanical Repairs

Robo's Motorworks

Wandal

Ph 49 2tO20A

Farm & livestock
Rocky Feed & Seed

Gladstone Rd

Ph 49 227307

Gifts

Australian Country

Living

Ph 49 280088

Painter & Decoration

lnterior/Exterior

M & S McQuillan

PH 49 345560

Hay & Fodder

Delrosa

Ph 49 341135 or

0418155819

Water Services

Bell's Water Supplies

Drinking and Stock

Ph 49 33t752

Electrician

Possum Power

lan Nicholas

Ph 4934s116

Batteries

Battery World

Rockhampton

Ph 49 229022

during the night. Some early morning chores were to find and bring back strayed
horses. The downs country gave way to the desert uplands, the roads became quite sandy in
most places and the going was slower. The smaller horses found it somewhat heavy going.
There were four members of the group who rode their horses and the interaction between
horse rider, walkers, carriage people and the clicking of camera was on-going and the social
contact between the groups was quite jovial. The support vehicles usually provided the
midday sandwich, fruit and water. Our daily drive was around 20 kms and this proved to be

comfortable to all.

There were two cooks and a general hand that looked after the washing-up etc. - we were

certainly pampered. Camp Oven cooking by the best! Toby Rodgers of Hughenden, Don

Booth of Charters Towers and Ray Fryer of 'Tabletop'which borders the army country north-

west of Townsville. Most would remember the Black Hawk helicopter tragedy; well that area

was resumed from 'Tabletop' for the army from the Fryer family some years ago. There were

trekkers from Murphy's Creek, the infamous area of the Toowoomba downpour devastated by

flood earlier this year, others came from Wee Waa in NSW, Gympie, Brisbane, !nnisfail,

Mackay, Townsville, Mundubbera, Gem Fields area and Toowoomba. Of course the
Townsville group were to the fore as this trip was the 'baby'of the Townsville and District
Harness Club. There were five walkers who actually walked the entire journey, being avid

walkers, they took up the challenge and provided a great pictorial representation of
happenings along the way. There was no shortage of Laptops at night time and the photo

session was well attended.

The route took us through private property until the second last day of the trip when we

ventured onto the main road for a couple of hours before crossing into'Slygo'to camp at a
large dam. The camping area is known as the 'Twenty Mile'. This was an original camp of the
old teamsters, carting wool to, at first Rockhampton and later to Jericho when the rail reached

that area. From the Twenty Mile there would be a stretch of 10 kms heavily timbered with
Lancewood and it is though this area the old wagon whee! ruts are still visible. The land is very

deceptive as it has been gradually rising for several miles and Shane Story claims the

Queensland rail records show that it is the highest point of any railway on the Western

Watershed. Eventually the rail line was connected to Blackall from Jericho. Our route actually
paralleled this rail corridor; of course the line has been removed. The only siding to display

the name was 'Yalleroi' which was one of our night camps. There are still a couple of buildings
plus a windrnill there.

At our Yalleroi camp some of the local graziers shared the night meal with us and we were
provided with some of the loca! history and this included the aboriginal tribes that were in this
area at the turn of the century. Of particular interest to me was Yalleroi as I had spent a night
there with two carpenters who were building railway houses around L973-74, one builder I

knew was from Dalby. These houses have been sold offwith the closing of the rai!. Other
points of interest were also aborigina! rock wells - Shane Story had recently cleaned the silt

from one and a 'soak' was there for all to see. The area around this 'soak' or well was at the
highest of the before-mentioned area. Teamsters rested at this spot. Old tins (Camp Pie etc.)

rusty old buckets and items commonly used; discarded, are visible there. Shane had collected

the remains of two old wool wagons; they are relics of the past and are on the side of track.

Pest Control

Amalgamated Pest

Control

Ph 49 2t4255



Auctioneer

Richard Thomson

Ph 49 271308 or

0438345928

Pet Shop Supplies

Pets

PJ's Pet Barn

Nth Rockhampton

Ph 49 280299

Think Water
Rockhampton

Peter Hunt

Ph 49 27 570A

Veterinary

Capricorn Vet Surgery

Rockhampton

Ph 49 273688

Tanks

SW Kele- Precast

concrete grids etc.

Ph 49 274505

Celebrant

Marriage and Civil

Jill C Fry, JP Qual

Ph 49 341444

Earth Moving

Truck, Bobcat Hire

Geoff Estreich

Ph 49 345958

Auto Electrical

Laurie' Auto Electrica!

Ph 49 22!L95 or

0407756046

There would be a least 30-40 sets of Collar Hames draped over a limb adding to the

perspective of any reflection one might indulge in. This area is also marked (believed because

of it being the highest spot), with a rifle barrel driven into the ground. Off to the southern side

there is an area of unusual rock formation that warrants further investigation. Opinions vary

but were they dinosaurs? Are they the foot prints of dinosaurs, bones of dinosaurs? Hopefully

Shane will soon know as he has set the wheels in motion to establish just that.

'Slygo' is situated in what is known as the Desert Uplands, quite heavily timbered, mostly

Yellow Jack, Bloodwood, lronbark, with a great diversity of smaller shrub like trees. There are,

l'm told, over 100 edible species, that stock Eraze, in the Desert Uplands. I asked Shane's Dad

one day to identify a shrub for me that had a small yellowish flower. He claimed he had never

seen this plant growing in this area prior to this year's floods. He has made enquiries and was

told it is the prized sandalwood tree which grows in the southern gulf area, mostly around

Hughendenlulia creek areas and is cut and stacked then exported to the Asian countries for
incense use, the sale of it is strictly controlled. 'Slygo' runs a few head of cattle and goats but

the family are working on it as a Farm stay. They have a museum which is an old

Queenslander, Art's Hall, purchased from Emerald and re-located. The old homestead contains

a great display of items used in the past.

One could spend hours in such a perfect environment for such displays. They actually have a

couple of cabins and plan to continue their expansion plan. Our final day saw us checking out

these venues and it came to an end with a great

dinner at night, licensed bar to boot! Before we

parted, each participant received a certificate to say

we had completed the trip or'trek'. Money raised

went to Angel Flight and the total final figure stands

at 57,600.00 - rea!!y great effort.

Pat Pointing and Michael Borg driving 'Haley'

(and 'stormy' went along for the experience).

N.B. Due to the success of the trek, suggestions and discussions are taking place, perhaps to
have a similar annual event following this same route. No doubt details will be circulated if or'

when something more definite is known.

Ridgelands State School will be holding the 2012 Pre Orientation Morning on Thursd ay, LTth

November 20tL - 9am to 11am.
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Wide Span Sheds

P.J Evans

Rockhampton

Ph 49 27 L266

www. pievans.com.au

Real Estate

Ray White Rural

Suzy McNamara

Ph 49 333309

Real Estate

Ray White Rural

Geoff McNamara

Ph 49 333309

Toni's Tempting Treats

Homecooking for all

your requirements

Ph 49 34s636

Tyres

Robo's Tyreworks

Wandal

Ph 49 273360

Upholstery

Strop's Upholstery-
motor marine etc.

Ph 49 272L37

Cabinet Maker

Timber Merchant

N Watkins

Ph 49 34L243

Earth Moving

Truck, Bobcat + +

Greg Thompson

Ph 0407 155 662

Mechanical Repairs &
RWC

CIiff Munro

Ph 49 224882

Plonned Roodworks

Ca lmorin

Road, James

Bridge Replacement Early
September
2011

Mid Oct
2011

Side track & speed
restrictions

Glenroy
Area

Maintenance grading,
resheeting & flood repairs

Mid August
2011

Mid Oct
2011

Traffic controllers &

speed restrictions

Glenroy-
Marlborough
Road 3.Skm

Gravel resheet Late Sep 2011 Mid Oct
2011

Traffic controllers &
speed restrictions

Floodway upgrade Late Oct 2011 Side track & speed
restrictions

Mornish
Area

Maintenance grading,
resheeting & flood repairs

Mid Oct 2011 Mid March
2012

Traffic controllers &
speed restrictions

Mornish
South Area

Maintenance grading,
resheeting & flood repairs

Early Nov
2011

Early Feb
2012

Traffic controllers &
speed restrictions

Nine Mile
Road

Restoration works Late Sep 2011 Early Feb
2012

Traffic controllers &
speed restrictions

Six Mile
Road

Restoration works Early Oct 2011 Early
March
2012

Traffic controllers &
speed restrictions

Stanwell-
Waroula
Road

Timber bridge
replacement

Mid Oct 2011 Early Dec
2011

Side track & speed
restrictions

QCWA Recipe Corner - Stuffed Eggs

5 hard boiled eggs

Pinch of curry powder
Paprika (optional)

% cup egg mayonnaise

Seasoning

t. Peel shel! from eggs

2. Cut in half Iengthways

3. Carefully remove yolks and mash in a bowl.
4. Add mayonnaise and curry powder.
5. Season to taste.
6. Place yolk mixture back into egg-white cavities.
7. Sprinkle with paprika if desired.

N.B. We apologise for omitting the name of last months recipe which was Mexican
Caesar Salad.

Lion
Mountain
Road

Early Dec
2011



Be Heard Meeting - Jill Fry

I attended the Be heard meeting at Alton Downs Hall on t2lt0l2011. Thanks to Around the

Ridges advertising,40 odd people turned up, which surprised the Council. Whilst some people

wanted to discuss certain matters which had been discussed at the previous (small) meeting,

the council officers took details to respond to them separately to enable the meeting to flow

on. Seems our areas biggest issue is the roads and a lack of information in flood times. When

the consulting team is finally finished 1-4 separate areas (The Caves, Mt Morgan Alton Downs

Ridgelands etc) will have specific development plans within the planning area. lf you want to

discuss waste, the Council manager will be at the next rate payers meeting at Ridgelands Hall.

There has been no final decision as many folks were unhappy about the 'survey' sent out.

Discussion as to placement of a 'transfer station' which will be manned, is still being discussed

and considerations such as available land have to be researched.

Butcher

Norm Milner

Campbell St

Ph 49 2766L6

Peter Anderson

Contracting

Bobcat,4t Excavator,

bogie tipper

Ph 0427 L40 470

MDH Electrical

Contracting

Matthew Hinz

Ph 0429 331 001

Tractor Centra!

Col Reynolds

Ph 49 33 4500

Engine Centre

Cars,4WD, Trucks,

Tractors

Ph 49 34 L473

Toon's Plumbing

Drainage and Gas

Domestic, commercial

and industrial

Ph 0407 270 L77

Surveyor

Neil Richardson

Tax Depreciation

Reports

Ph 49 3410 01
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I r 4908 Can Tuna ln 0rine, drained
2509 Spiral Vegeroni Pasta

I Fed Onion, rliced
U4 CuF Basilor Par:lsy), rhopped
7r Cup Kalamata Olives

sot hnenuti, toasted
}. Cup Sernr-drred Tomatoes. chopped
I x Red Peoper, *eded & sLced

l/4 Cup ltalran Orestin8

Mt,thcd

(Snrves 4.u)

Cook pasta in boiling waler tili al denle
Dain and cool
Conlbine all rngredient$ except Dresrirrg

Add dressrng lust iretore rerving
Garnrsh with bar'l lor Parrely) baver

IA

Gardening Tips - Useful tree for CQ

Leichhardt Tree: Medium to Tall straight tree with large broad leave deciduous in late winter.
The heart wood is yellowish to orange and is soft and suitable for carving. !t's timber was used

in many early Rockhampton building. This is the larval food plant of the amethyst jewel

butterfly.

The Engine Gentre Rockhampton

Danny McNamara

Ph 49 34 1473 / Mob 0438 341 473
22 Sheehan Road, Alton Downs
Servicing all cars, 4WD, trucks and tractors

Shopa293 Richardron Road, North Rockhampton
EMAIL: lorelle56@ hotrnatl.com

PH/FAX: [07]{928 086o
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What's happening this monthP

Meetin$s
QCWA

Ridgelands Branch

meetings held on the l't
Wednesday every month,

starting at 9:30am.

Stitch and Chat Group

Meets on the 2nd g 4th

Tuesday of every month

starting at 9:30am.

QWCA room, all welcome

Ph 49 345L45

Northern Districts Rate

pavers Asscn.

Held quarterly. Next

meeting to be held at the

Ridgelands Hall, Tuesday

1 st November - 7.30 pm.

Covering the areas of

Pink Lily, Alton Downs,

Rldgelands, Mornish,

Dalma, South Yaamba,

Glenroy, Garnant.

Celebrations

Birthdays

Robyn O'Neill

David Fry

Judy Stanke

Thank you

Thank you to everyone who

brought in Woolies and

Coles dockets.

Events
Alton Down Hall
Association Dances

n,

19th November, Two Can

Dance starts at 7:30pm,
raffles and novelty prizes

to be won, supper also
available. Please call

Joyce Chippendale on
49 34 5720 or Tom
Hoare on 49 34L493.

Camp Qualitv Monthlv
Markets & Car Boot Sale

Held 1't Saturday of every
month at Conaghan Park,

Gracemere from
8:00a m-12:00pm
Vacancies exist for new
stall holders.
Ph 0447 361 693

Ridselands & District
Sportine & Agricultural
Asscn !nc.

Next meeting -

Annual Christmas Party
will be held at the show
grounds on the25th
November at 5.00 p.m.

Rideela nds Hall
Committee

Licensed Christmas
Karaoke in aid of the
Ridgelands Hall Funds

Saturday l0th December
at 6.30p.m. - Ridgelands
Hall

SEE YOU THERE.

Community
Notices

Alton Downs Hall

Committee

To book community hall

please contact Booking

Officer, Sid Hoare on

49 34LL47.

Alternatively call,

T Hoare 49 34 L493

J Chippendale 49 345!20

Chair Hire

Contact the Ridgelands

State School P&C to hire

chairs for functions.

Ph 49 345518.

lndoor Bowls
Held 2't Saturday of every

month at Alton Downs

Hall. Al! welcome

For Sale
Childs Pony

Phone 4934 tL44 or

Mob 0427 34L L44

Timber TV/
Entertainment Unit -
1300mm (h) x 940mm (w)

x 520mm (d) very good

condition S1ZS ONO -
Phone Robyn on

49 34 L2OS after 5pm
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NIGHT
IN

RIDGELANDS HALL
29TH OCTOBER 2OTT

6.00 PM r TILL LATE

izo,oo PER PERsoN
INCLUDES3 ENTRY, LUC!(Y DOOR TICKET, COMPLTMENTARY GlAttS

oF cHArvlPAGNE, NIBBLIES, ROAST MEAI, DESSERT, TEA & COTFEE
* cn[DREN urELcoME - $5.OO prn cH["D

'tMustc *MuLrl-DRAut,

'tLucKY tPoT *LucxY DooR
,tBEsT pRESSED. THEME .PINK'

ComE ALoNG &, nELP RArsE MucH NEEDED

FUNDS FOR U'OMENS CANCER

R,S.V.P- 26.1O.20tI & B"Y.O DRINT$

fr"* *uo* i*1,7r*
Fon ALr ENeurRE & R.s.v.p pLHsE coNTAcr : Erunaa Fmxmsn 49345552
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VenueEvent Date Time Cost
Councilio nt

lrles
Music Social Meet Up
with screen of "A Piss
in the Ocean'
documentary
screening

Walter Reid Cultural
Centre

08t11t2011 6-9pm Free, but bookings essential 4924 5600
Email avenue@rve.corn. au

Rockhampton
Grammar School
Music Festival

Pilbeam Theatre 22t1gnafi 7pm Adult $14, concessions available www. pilbearntheatre.com. au
4927 4111

Kids Halloween at the
Gallery

Beatrice Hutton
Room, Rockhampton
Art Gallery

29i1Alz0fi 1.30-3prn Free, but bookings essentral

Opening Night -
Michael Robertson
Studio of Dance and
MusicalTheatre

7pm Adult $25, concessions available www. oilbea m th eatre. corn. g.u

4927 4111

4936 8248

Heritage Village
Halloween Trick or
Treat

2W1AnU1

29t10t2011 Session 1

6.30pm
Session 2
7.30prn

$15 includes tour, steak burger, tea/coffee
$12 includes tour, sausage in a swag,
cordia!
Bar operating/additional burgers and
sausages on sale

www. pilbeamtheatre.com. a u
4927 4',111

Pilbeam Theatre

Rockhampton
Heritage Village

Walter Reid Cultural
Centre

2il1A12011
30t1012011
4t11t2011
5t11t2011

7.30pm
2pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Adult $22 concessions available
Bar operating for evening performances

One Act Wonders

The Supreme Dreams

- Motown Sensation
Pilbeam Theatre 1011112011 7.30prn Adult $50, concessions available

www. oilbeamtheatre. com. au
4927 4111

www. pilbe_a.ntheatre. com. au
4e27 4111

Bangarra Dance
Theatre's Mathinna

Pilbeam Theatre 12t11t2011 7.30pm

Dance lnfusion -
Around the World

Pilbeam Theatre 13t1U24fi 3pm

Adult $48, concessions available

Adult $28, concessions available

www. pi I bea m lheatre, ce!:n . au
4927 4111
www. p i I beamtlp-atre. com . a u
4927 4111

Hollywood Classics -
Hiqh Societv

Walter Reid Cultural
Centre

15t11t2011 10.3Oam Alltickets $5 www. oilbeamtheatre.com. au
4927 4111

It's a Celebration -
Dance Star

Pilbeam Theatre 19t11nAfi 2pm www. pilbeqmtheatre.com. au
4927 4111

Adult $25, concessions available
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You are warmly invited to
join us for Brunch at

Ridgelands Showgrou nds
Dalma Street, Rideglands

SUNDAtr 13 November 2011
11am - lpm

An informal opportunity for some social networking
with artists and cultural workers. Let's talk about
the development of some collaborative arts
activities and find out about available funding for
arts proiects in your community. lf you'd like to be
involved or share ideas please come along.

Please bring along a plate of 'brunch type'
finger food to share

+ FREE Sausage Slzzle
Provided by Ridgelands Show Soclety,

Drink refreshments will be supplied by
Rockhampton Regional Council

Arts & Cultural Services

RS\{P eilcouraged
Phonti: 4936 8344 .

by Thursday I November 2011

A good opportunity to check out the
Sandcasting in Bronze Worlshop

happening in Open Area during the day

lr

SANDCASTING IN
BRONZE WITH
BRENDAN TOHILL

ln this one-day introductory
workshop, particpants will
discover the techniques of
sand-casting in bronze and
create their own belt buckle.

WHEN
Sunday 13 November
1Oam to 4pm

WHERE
Rldgelands Showgrounds
Dalma Road, Rldgelands

cosT $30

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
Phone 4936 8344

ALL WELCOME TO
COME AND TRY

BRENDAN TOHILL
Brendan Tohill is a New
Zealand sculptor and wood
and marble carver who has
completed numerous com-
mlssions and whose work
has been displayed in may
exhibitions.

FBEE SAUSAGE SIZZLE
LUNCI{ PROVIDED BY
RIDGEI-ANDS SHOW
COMMITTEE
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