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Some WORLD WAR I Snippets

Contributed by Gloria Kelley

416,809 Australians enlisted for service in the First
World War, representing 38.7% of the total male popu-
lation aged between 18 and 44.

Ref: Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics,
Official yearbook of the Commonwealth of Australia,
no. 12, 1919 (Melbourne: Albert J. Mullett, 1919).

In 1906 the population of the Alton Downs district was
146 and by 1914 had risen to approximately 374 men &
women. While it is difficult to calculate the percentage
of men who enlisted from our community; it is be-
lieved that the number of enlistments from our district
was very high . Records indicate that during the war
period, 47 men enlisted and saw active service. Our
casualties were high - 10 men of the 47 did not return
or died of war related conditions.
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At the outbreak of the War, the number of people
volunteering to enlist for the Australian Imperial
Force (AIF) was so high that recruitment officers
turned away approximately 33% of all volunteers
during the first year of the war.

But by 1916 casualty rates were increasing, so phys-
ical standards of age and height, as well as dental
and ophthalmic fitness were relaxed and previously
ineligible men were deemed eligible for enlistment.

Men for railway sections and mining corps were
accepted up to 50 years, and men with spectacles
were allowed to enter the ASC, AMC and ordnance
corps. On enlistment recruits were examined for
BC or D tattooed on their skin. These were British
army tattoos. BC stood for bad character and D for
deserter.

Ref: https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/
encyclopedia/enlistment
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Recruits from Rockhampton and district, pictured with recruiting banners in Brisbane before entering camp. The banners read: "We are
the recruits for the AIF from Central Q'land will you join us"” and may have been used in one of the recruitment marches which happened
around Australia. Published in the Queenslander 24 November 1917, page 22, the original caption reads "A party of recruits from Rock-

hampton who recently marched through Brisbane to help the volunteer movement. F W Thiel photo.”
Around the Ridges and a bit beyond reserves the right to edit all articles as necessary. Submission does not always guarantee publication.
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By 1916, as the casualty rates increased and the num-
ber of volunteers declined and less men volunteered,
the AIF faced a shortage of men. (The two conscrip-
tion referenda of 1916 & 1917 were defeated and
Australia & South Africa were the only two countries
to send men to WW 1 who were volunteers).

As with other areas, Recruiting Sergeants were sent to
Alton Downs to encourage men to join:

ALTON DOWNS. (From Our Own Correspondent.)
Mr. E. T. Shorley, accompanied by recruiting Ser-
geants Fulton and De Baumford, and Mr. C.E. Whit-
man, Shire Clerk, paid a visit to the district last night
and addressed a meeting in the Hall on recruiting.

They were assisted also by Mr. A. Duncan and Mr. J.
Cummings. Mr. W. Crook, Chairman of the Farmers'
Association, was voted to the chair. Mr. Shorley had
returned with him showing that there were approxi-
mately fifty single young men in the district, who were
eligible for service, and of that number there were
only three or four present.

The quota required for the Shire of Fitzroy was forty
-five at the present time, and fifteen per month. The
Allies would win but they must have the men. The
more that went to assist in the struggle the less would
be the bloodshed. He had been given to understand
that ten men had enlisted from this district, and many
of those that had gone had German blood in their
veins. Such men were free Britishers. What had made
them such? They had heard their parents speak of the
difference of living under the German and the British
flag. These men had seen they were living under the
freest and best country on God's earth, and they were
proud to shoulder a rifle to defend that country.

Would not some of the young men of the district go
and assist their mates to keep the Union Jack float-
ing? Let them consider for one moment the treatment
that had been meted out to the defenceless, the weak,
and the aged of the countries that had been invaded
by the enemy. Had it not been for the British Navy
the fate that had befallen these countries would have
also befallen Australia. If the women of Australia had
been treated in the scandalous manner of women of
the other countries would it not stir the young men of
this district to action? He thought it would. Then why
not enlist to-night and go and avenge the insults and
atrocities that had been metered out to their sisters

in Europe. The speaker referred feelingly to the as-
sassination of Nurse Cavell and said he was pleased

to see by the press reports that her betrayer had been
assassinated also. He appealed to the wealthier classes
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to assist by putting their money into the war loan. Mr.
Shorley made a very earnest appeal for recruits and
resumed his seat amidst loud applause.

Ref: The Capricornian 5 Feb 1916 p.28

Well Done Merle
by Ann Jepson

On behalf of the Ridgelands QCWA we would like
to make mention of one of our members, Mrs. Mer-
le Smith who has excelled at the recent QCWA State
Conference in Brisbane. Mrs. Smith set a record by
being awarded winner of the Champion Knitted En-
try, Champion Crochet Entry and Grand Champion
of the Knittng and Crochet competiton for 2017.

Merle Smith (left) recipient of the 2017 Joyce Roffey Memo-
rial Trophy - Most Succesful Exhibitor Horticulture/Agri-
culture presented by Karen Salmon (right) Steward for the
Horticulture/Agriculture Sections for the Ridgelands Show.
photo by Karen Salmon
Continued on Page 3

Around the Ridges and a bit beyond is a community and school newsletter.
Stories, notices, poems, anecdotes and historical memoirs need to be
submitted by the 11th of the previous month —

if you have a special event, allow two months lead time if possible.

We love our sponsors - and hope that you do too.
Please support them and buy locally!
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Continued from Page 2
She has also a prize for her miniature floral art.
What an achievement to be best in the State of
Queensland with entries coming from 200 Branches
throughout Queensland.

Mrs. Smith has been a member of the Ridgelands
Branch since 1969 and in that time has picked up
many awards locally. At the local Show she has
received the trophy for the most points awarded for
Cookery, Handcraft, Knitting & Crochet and Horit-
culture for many years.

Mrs. Smith is a very talented lady and we would like
to pay tribute for her achievements.

Well done Merle.

A Walk Down Memory Lane

Pink Lilly was a very productive area. There were at
least seven dairies, a wood depot, wood cutters, pig-
geries, slaughter houses, Chinese market gardens,
brickworks and of course ‘Harveston’ which was the
showpiece for the district.

Harveston was a Stud Farm incorporating a Jersey
Stud, a Middle White pig farm, orchards and a poul-
try farm. Located on the site of the present Fitzroy
Nurseries, Harveston was owned by the Coates
Family.

Their chicken hatchery was one of the biggest hatch-
eries in the southern hemisphere. Every week at
least six carts of fruit, including citrus, papaws and
mangoes would be hawked from house to house.

Day old chickens, poultry and cream were sold to
the public.

Fitzroy Flashbacks written by Pat Peach

Tuna Pasta Bake
Ingredients:
60g Butter
Y4 cup plain Flour
2 Y cups Milk
1 cup grated Tasty Cheese
300g Rigatoni Pasta, cooked, drained
425g can Tuna in oil
1 % cups frozen mixed Vegetables
Y4 cup grated Parmesan
2 tbsp chopped Parsley
Salad to serve

Method:

In a large
saucepan,
melt butter on
medium heat.
Add flour and
cook, stirring,
1 minute.

Remove from heat and gradually whisk in milk
until smooth.

Return to heat and cook, stirring until sauce boils
and thickens.

Reduce heat to low and simmer 3 mins. Remove
from heat. Stir in half of the cheese until melted
and combined.

Stir cooked pasta, tuna, and vegetables through
sauce. Season to taste. Pour into lightly greased
8-cup casserole dish.

Sprinkle with combined remaining cheese and
parmesan.

Place in moderate oven until heated through and
golden.
Sprinkle with parsley and serve with salad.

www.rohosgroup.com.au
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CoMMUNITY

NOTICEBOARD

Alton Downs Dump Hours
May to August
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday: 2pm - 5pm

September to April
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday: 3pm - 6pm
Closed Christmas Day

Domestic Waste Only;
Fees:
Minimum charge $8
Car Boot or wheelie bin ~ $10
Trailer 6x4/ute/tray/van ~ $19
Larger trailer or with hungry boards $22
Volume fee per m? $49

Alton Downs Pony Club
Meeting 1st Tuesday
of the month 7.30pm
Alton Downs Hall

ALTON DOWNS HALL
Indoor Bowls 14 Apr 7:30pm
Cent sale 21 Apr 2:00pm
Hall Meeting 25 Apr 7:30pm
Card Night 12 May 7:30pm
Hall Meeting 23 May 7:30pm
Indoor Bowls 9 Jun 7:30pm
Hall Meeting 27 Jun 7:30pm
Dance 29 Jun 7:30pm
Dance 13Jul 7:30pm
Indoor Bowls 14 Jul 7:30pm
Hall Meeting  25]Jul 7:30pm
Indoor Bowls 11 Aug 7:30pm
Hall Meeting 22 Aug 7:30pm
Dance 31 Aug 7:30pm
Card Night 8 Sept 7:30pm
Hall Meeting 26 Sept 7:30pm
Dance 12 Oct 7:30pm
Hall Meeting 24 Oct 7:30pm
Indoor Bowls 10 Nov 7:30pm
Dance 30 Nov 7:30pm
Hall Meeting 28 Nov 7:30pm

A person who knows they can,
and a person who knows they
can't are both right.

Do you know which one you are?

N

ALTITUDE

QCWA Ridgelands Branch
Meeting 1st Wednesday every
month commencing at 9.30am

QCWA Ridgelands Hall

Contact Val Ciesiolka 4934 8159

Ridgelands & District
Sporting & Agricultural

Association Inc
Meetings are held on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month,
commencing at 7.30 p.m.
at the Ridgelands Show grounds.

Saint Lukes Anglican
Church

Service 11am fourth Sunday of each
month at the QCWA Hall Ridgelands

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

T 0 all our local residents
celebrating their special

day in April:

Dave Alick

Peter Craig
= Sandy Gorle

Stitch and Chat Group
Meet on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday
of every month at 9:30am

QCWA Hall Ridgelands
4934 5125

Anzac Day Dawn Service
The Alton Downs & Combined
District Anzac Day Memorial
Dawn Service Committee would
like to invite the community to
attend the dawn service which
will be held on Wednesday 25th
April at 4.28 am followed by a
Gun Fire breakfast.

We look forward to seeing
everyone.

The Around the Ridges news-
letter committee would like
to wish everyone in the com-
munity a very Happy and Safe
Easter.

Ridgelands Campdraft
Easter Weekend 30th, 31st March
and 1st April
Food & Drinks Available all weekend
Ridgelands School catering.
Live Band Saturday night
Licensed Bar all weekend!
Multi Draw raffle!

Please come and support your local
event!

@.ErazE

187 Reid Rd
Alton Downs QLD 4702

Warwick Kime

www.brazzen.com.au

Phone: 0458 718 960 rockhampton@brazzen.com.au

Ridgelands Show
The Ridgelands & District
Sporting & Agricultural As-
sociation Inc. will be holding
their annual agricultural show
on Saturday 2nd June com-
mencing 8.00 am Stall holders
are welcome.

For further details please con-
tact Leonie on 4934 5587 or
Diane on 4934 1192.
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Please Support Your Local Sponsors

22 Sheehan Road Alton Downs

Skip Wren

Propeiator

61 Musgrave Street
North Rockhampton QLD 4701

T: (07) 4922 8022
F: (07) 4922 5044
batteryworld.com.au

Battery World

Phone 1317 60
24 hr Service

E: rockhampton@batteryworld. com.au

awson

% (Brlan D

ANCTIONS
YOUR BRAKD
Livestock and Property Marketing

Mobile 0408 238 290 Phil Wieland
Office (07)49274 123

AH (07) 49 213 666 PO, Box 2053,
Fax (07) 49 273 785 WANDAL, Q. 4700

Ernml. brian@bdaqld.com
www.bdagld.com

DELROSA

LYCRADER) MGE&E&TEE

CZR{‘.?
Ph. 4934 1135
Mob: 0418 155 819

fAlton]Eowns)

Servicing All Makes of Vehicles — Cars, 4WDs, Trucks & Tractors
......... your engine specialist . "’"": )
v Qualified Technician v~ Prosystems & CSU Carbies ::", < )
v Logbook & Fleet Vehicle Servicing »" Brodix Cylinder Heads = m
v Brakes, Steering & Suspension " Methanol & E85 Ethanol
v Diff Overhauls & Upgrades v Nitrous Kits & Refills
" Full Spools, Lockers & LSDs »~ Digital Flowbench
v Clutch Replacements v~ Professional Cylinder Head Porting
v Engine Rebuilding & Tuning *" Full Race Car Set-ups
v~ Performance Upgrades / Chips v Sonic Testing <
v~ Turbos »~  Amsoil Racing Qil %
v Superchargers v~ MSD Ignitions

QLD
Email: enginecentrerockhampton@gmail.com

Criss WL ===>

Mechanical Repairs

Telephone: 0749341473

Mobile: 0438 341473
RBrian PDawson
1S ATCTIONS

m Livestock and Property Markeling

Mobile 0417 213 777 Joel Dawson

Office (07) 49274123
AH (07} 49 213 666 P.O. Box 2053,
Fax (07) 49 273 785 WANDAL, Q. 4700
Email: brian@bdagqld.com
www.bdagld.com

-Safe-s-capes & Petway Doors
Security Doors & Screens

Patio Enclosures & Bi-Fold Doors
Horizontal Lattice

Residential & Business

£ boonysscreens
2 106 South Yamba Rd, Alton Downs

o |

THERAPY
204-206 William Street

-— 49 224 882 —

Repairs and Servicing fo
all makes and models
ROADWORTHY CERTIFICATES
MODIFICATION PLATES

Tricia Purnell
Quialificd Bowen Therapist
S QOIS LT PR ——

0488 341 010 cquaturaltherapy@bigpond.com
186 Denham Street, Rockhampton QLD 4700

 ENGINE CENTRE ROCKHAMPTON

+ All Engine Reconditioning
= Tuning
» Servicing all makes of Vehicles
* Your Engine Specialist
+ Specialising in Fleet Maintenance

CARS, 4WD, TRUCKS & TRACTORS
Ph: 0749 341473 Moh: 0438 341473

22 Sheenan Road Alton Downs QLD 4702

ING & PEST _GNTR____S

I_OIJNGES - AUGS
AN

493{')1 593 ---- 0406303425

IJFHOL$TEHY -

FARMBUTCHER

Fully equipped on-farm

mobile butcher shop
Qualified Butcher
Pigs, Lambs, Goats & Cattle
Servicing all areas of CQ
PlLease call Jamie 0429 675 744

&S FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR
TRAINER & ASSESSOR

Category A, B,C,D & H
BEN ABOTOMEY

GREC EMMERT %

Licensed Builder

Specialising in roofs and
restumps and everything

Ph: 0429 341550 in between
Email: Nyssaph2@bigpond.com PO Box 2074
Licerice No- 74001612-00 QBSA No. 49272 ROCKHAMPTON
s : Mobile: 0429 363 060 Qld. 4700

(Hi{{H THBMPSBN EAH'"IM""I“E Laurle & Jan Jones

Local Hairdresser
With over 25 years of hair experience
» located in McKenzie Road,
Alton Downs

4

AUTO ELECTRICS

AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
AUTO AIR CONDITIONING
GRACO SPRAYGUN AGENT & REPAIRS
Rockhampton Q. 4700

P h: (07) 4922 1195 ¥ax: (07) 4921 2729

emalil: RUSSELL98@bigpond.com

Haircutting and highlighting for
Men | Women | Children
Call Madonna on Ph: 0429 340 294
Page 5 of 6
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W andal YNedical Centre

» Family General Practice 53 Baden Powell St
e Men's, Women's & Children's Health

e Immunisations WANDAL Q 4700
e Chronic Disease care

¢ In house Podiatrist

¢ Male & Female Doctors - Dr Pri & Dr Lorraine Ph: 4927 4411
o Bulk Billed (excluding Employment/Speedway Medicals) 4927 4688

Civi Celebrant o M ORAMS NURSERIES
Jill C Fry, JP Qual N:i“;i‘z’__i:i_n_f__ 167 VOT;&:.(L&NE? ROAD
N Oy, 49279791 - 0418198288
Mob: 0488 341 444 Mg;:’gﬁ‘fgﬂ” | OPEN 7 DAYS Bafn - 4pm
e: jillefry@hotmail.com 49345560 0407 272 224 | www.oramsn ursel'les.com.au
our Garden Peter Anderson Contracting Pty Ltd 1 "I-::f QUANTITY SU RVEYOR ._ %

ABN 87 124 022 831 Based in Roclhampton since 1996
AT
N JR ﬁﬁ%%

Chainsaws * Brushcutters
Shed Ride-ons - Blowers * Trimmers

Sales Stationary Motors etc

Service | cutnll MOTOR & MOWER NEIL RICHARDSON

Spares & Truck & Dog. Quarry Materials — Granite QUANTITY SURVEYOR
REPAIR SPECIALIST Sands & Sails * TAX DEPRECIATION REPORTS

i S * Fully Qualified Quantity Surveyor

Bobcats (Track & Skid Steer). Excavator
Contact Peter 0427 140470

267 Alma St
Rockhampton QLD 4700
Ph: 4922 7663

* Personalised Property Inspection and
Report Preparation
* Your Local Expert

ABN 12 095 084 558

- e "L} Like us on Facebook

- - la7 3@bigpond cam au ] s T www.njr. com:aull
Fax: 4922 7748 Quality Products - Quality Service s - ! i 300 66‘ 685 Email: tu’(‘?njr com.au I
frriaen Ridgelands Road
omson .
r‘-_/IF'REIF'ERTY & LIVESTOCK Famlly Day Care
Before and after school care avaliable
RICHARD THOMSON One on one care in warm and loving en-
vironment where children learn through
_ = A play.
i o lhc'msclr?;r::@:-q::; Pt Monday to Friday
Outside normal hours available.

FDO Box 125%, RockHamPTaNn 4700 ph 0457 085 769 \ -—
STRO‘PS UPHOI_.STERY % For all your rural conrracm:q needs..... f’eta r Hu gt
e . Nink Water - Rockhampton d
.:. CANVAS. Reuin & Lyn ﬂuedag e TEC llN TMB'I'ING e ;
HORSERUGS . pyi: 4057 2137 " thinkwater
- FURNITURE : 4 s “( weed co“t'ro1 25& Lisn Crok Roﬂa REYOND IRRIGATION
- MOTOR - FAX: 49271768 g - Vedc i
‘ . MOB'O‘-"Q 024 897 ot e Vaur;;i.lil::ing Ph;neﬂ?:.#??i?&:l ]
o L TREVORBEMMAFRANKISH | Lo il oEs
-‘,é' ?_:l_-‘; Mn:m"jf: 789 785‘“ R :m:‘ii p:::::::;‘t:mkwaLn.:om.au

Wandal Need and Feed Wandal Post Office
S 10 Wandal Road, Wandal :
= . 49272101
WANDAL ROAD CONVENIENCE 236 Lion Creek Road, FOCKHAMPTON = o %
STORE e =
48 275700 Privately owned and operated
*FISH & CHIPS, BURGERS, COLD DRINKS® Great service
133 Wandal Road Ph: 4922 5494 . Gifts and office supplies, with photocopying,
Rockhampton, QLD, 4700 Tracey & Ken Milner laminating and fax services

(
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